The lung lesions we described in the "Tox Path Forum" (25[5]) were observed only in the F344 rat strain. Since the publication of that report, we have been contacted by several Society of Toxicologic Pathologists members in Europe and the United States who have reported the same findings in F344 and Sprague-Dawley rats from studies in their laboratories. The affected animals were not obtained from any single vendor. This report from Slaoui et al appears to describe the same lesion in the Wistar strain. Based on their report and the responses we have had in recent months, it appears this condition has been observed worldwide and continues to occur in rat toxicity studies. We are aware that efforts to find an etiologic agent are ongoing. In the meantime, toxicologic pathologists should be vigilant to incidences of this rat lung lesion and should report them to the appropriate laboratory animal medicine personnel so the occurrence of this idiopathic lesion can be tracked.
